A Partial Translation of JP-A-H10-257405 

[0025] FIG. 6 shows an example of a program list that the program selecting means 8 
creates by using the equation (1). In FIG. 6, denoted by the reference numeral 601 is 
Recommendation Degree. Program Name 205, Broadcast Date 20 1 , Channel Number 
202, Broadcast Start Time 203, and Air Time 204 in FIG. 6 are the same as those of the 
program information 1 shown in FIG. 2. 

[0026] Next, the operation of the program recommendation means 9 is described with 
reference to a flowchart in FIG. 7. When the program recommendation means 9 starts 
operating, the program recommendation means 9 determines at step ST701 whether or not 
an end instruction has been received. If an end instruction has been received, the 
operation ends. If an end instruction has not been received at step ST701, the program 
recommendation means 9 refers, at step ST702, to the program list which has been created 
by the program selecting means 8 and to which recommendation degrees are added. Next, 
the program recommendation means 9 obtains at step ST703 the start time and the channel 
number of a program of which the recommendation degree exceeds a predetermined value, 
and then proceeds to step ST704. At step ST704, the program recommendation means 9 
compares the current time with the start time of the program which is to be recommended, 
the start time having been obtained at step ST703. If the current time coincides with the 
start time of the program to be recommended, then the program recommendation means 9 
compares at step ST705 the channel number to be recommended with the channel number 
of a program the user is currently viewing. If the channel number to be recommended is 
different from the channel number of the program the user is currently viewing, the 
program recommendation means 9 displays at step ST706 the recommended channel 
number on the display means 5 and then returns to step ST701 . If, at step ST705, the 
channel to be recommended is the channel the user is currently viewing, the program 
recommendation means 9 does not perform any operation and returns to step ST701 . If 
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the start time of the program to be recommended is different from the current time at step 
ST704, then it is determined at step ST707 whether or not the recommended channel 
number is being displayed on the display means 5. If the recommended channel number 
is not being displayed on the display means 5, the program recommendation means 9 does 
not perform any operation and returns to step ST70 1 . If the recommended channel 
number is being displayed on the display means 5 at step ST707, the program 
recommendation means 9 determines at step ST708 whether or not a certain time period 
has elapsed after the start of the display of the recommended channel number. If the 
certain time period has elapsed, the recommended channel number is deleted from the 
display at step ST709. If the recommended channel number is not being displayed on the 
display means 5 at step ST707, or if the certain time period has not elapsed at step ST708 
after the start of the display of the recommended channel number, then the program 
recommendation means 9 does not perform any operation and returns to step ST701. 
[0027] For example, if a recommendation degree threshold, i.e., a threshold for 
determining whether or not a program is to be recommended, is 0.75, then a program "B" 
in the program list shown in FIG. 6 is to be recommended. Accordingly, at the program 
start time 8:00, the program recommendation means 9 displays on the display means 5 a 
recommended channel number "4". 

[0028] In the first embodiment, the channel number of a recommended program is 
displayed on the display means 5. Alternatively, an LED may be provided on the front 
face of a system that incorporates the present invention, and the remote control means 3 
may include a recommended program switch button and the program switch means 4 may 
include a recommended program channel register. In this case, if the user presses the 
program switch button on the remote control means 3 when the LED is being lit up, the 
program switch means 4 switches the displayed program to the program of a channel 
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stored in the recommended program channel register. In this variation, instead of the 
program recommendation means 9 displaying a recommended channel number on the 
display means 5 at step ST706, the LED is lit up and the recommended channel number is 
set in the recommended channel register of the program switch means 4. 
[0029] The program switch means 4 may be configured to automatically switch the 
program channel to the channel of a program to be recommended if the program to be 
recommended has a particularly high recommendation degree. 

[0030] Moreover, a setting menu may be provided to the user, which allows the user to 
set the recommendation degrees of recommended programs. Furthermore, the user may 
be allowed to set a timing at which a recommendation of a program is provided, e.g., 
immediately after the start of a program or one minute before the start of a program. 
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